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Sun in Pisces 2016 Issue 

Expand ... or Contract?  

 

Sometimes life just seems to be one gigantic 

paradox. Contradictions abound, but may result 

in what might otherwise be elusive illumination 

... a paradox within itself! With the political 

season shifting into high gear, there's a lot of 

rhetorical bantering, and plenty of posturing, 

too. While some messages resonate clearly, 

others serve to misdirect and confuse the 

issues. All, just in time for the tangle between 

expansive Jupiter and restrictive Saturn to surge 

in full force. Just to add an extra boost, a Solar 

Eclipse is on the horizon. Let's get started ...! 

 

For the thirty-plus days of the Sun's trek through Pisces, we are invited to open more to 

the realms of the compassionate, intuitive and imaginative. Beginning February 19
th

 

(12:34 AM EST), and continuing until March 20
th

, this is the time to release and forgive. 

Yet, during this period, the darker side of Pisces is also more palpable: escapism, 

misdirection, and deception may seem to manifest more frequently. It's all about 

choice, and conscious choices can be utilized to direct the power of this period toward 

expressions like tolerance and forgiveness. Or, if used negatively, manifestations of 

abuse and victimization can result. There are periods during the upcoming few weeks 

when coming together with a common bond or through a meaningful endeavor can 

literally reverse a situation that may have seemed hopeless. Pisces is flexible and 

resilient -- qualities we can certainly appreciate during this complex time. 

 

When the Virgo Full Moon occurs on February 22
nd

 (1:20 PM EST), another dimension 

comes into focus: attention to detail. As the shadow side of Pisces, Virgo can help to 

bring order to chaos. These qualities operate along a spectrum that engages our most 

delicate sensitivities, and the Virgo Full Moon can be a time to re-sort priorities and 

focus upon clarifying or refining goals. Following the Full Moon, from February 24
th

-

26
th

, other cycles show an easier flow of communication, and high potentials for 

reaching agreement with those willing to find common ground. It's a good time to 

reflect upon the deeper issues that might be blocking progress, especially if resistance 

has become intransigence. 

 

Adding an extra boost of energy to our capacity to tap into the spiritual realm, from 

February 26
th

-29
th

, the Sun unites with Neptune in Pisces (peaking on February 28
th

). 

These few days are especially well-suited to creative and imaginative endeavors, and 

can be the perfect time for an escape or a spiritual retreat. If you're artistically inclined, 

the dance with the Muses can be particularly engaging. Or, those ready for more 

romance might find that this is the perfect weekend for a getaway.  

 



Communicative Mercury moves into Pisces on March 5
th

, just after getting into a 

high-friction argument with fiery Mars as it is about to enter its trek through 

Sagittarius. These two shifts also show a change in priorities, and indicate a different 

focus involving preferences or favoritism, as the Collective determines who (or what) is 

most desirable. We're likely to witness alterations in the popularity of one person over 

another, or of one product, fad or brand over another. In fact, you may wonder if fickle 

attitudes have become the new norm! 

 

Expect an intensification of situations building from a polarization of ideals as we 

reach the time of the Total Solar Eclipse in Pisces on March 8
th

 (8:54 PM EST). Always 

keep in mind that the effects we see during eclipse cycles are not so much about the 

specific day, but instead illustrate the process that's 

taking place over a period of weeks or months. 

Even though this eclipse is not visible in North 

America, its influence is global. The Sabian Symbol 

for the zodiac degree of the eclipse is: A Master 

Instructing His Disciple. Whether directly from a 

teacher or from a set of principles, such a 

relationship benefits from honest devotion and 

clarity of intention, in addition to the discipline 

necessary to put learning into action. Work with a Master Teacher can, of course, lead 

to powerful illumination. Yet there could be traps along the way if the teacher or 

teaching are not in accord with higher Truth, or out of harmony with the needs of the 

student.  

 

Further amplifying the qualities suggested by the Solar Eclipse, at the time of the 

eclipse, the Sun & Moon stand in opposition to the planet Jupiter, indicating that 

the expressions arising from this time can reach a wide audience or have a widespread 

influence in our lives. It's certainly a powerful time to define goals or set a mission 

statement! Plus, the Sun and Moon are joined by Chiron in Pisces, reminding us of both 

the healing powers and the vulnerabilities of those who are our teachers and mentors. 

Eclipse periods suggest a time of crisis -- when a situation reaches a climax in its 

intensity. During the month of March, the critical focus centers upon the principles that 

shape our lives, institutions, and society. Yet there is always an individual challenge, 

too. If your astrological chart shows a strong focus in the mutable signs -- Gemini, 

Virgo, Sagittarius or Pisces -- the 2016 eclipses are likely to involve more personal 

matters for you. Honesty with yourself will make all the difference, especially if you're 

experiencing a time of crisis. 

 

To further explore the cycles unfolding following the Eclipse, there are shorter 

planetary shifts involving Mercury and Venus, signifying a series of challenges and 

opportunities. Communication can be dicey. Sorting fact from fiction is necessary to 

avoid falling victim to excess propaganda from March 11
th 

-  15
th

, when stretching 

the truth can lead to trouble. Plus, value differences create a bit of a rumble from 

March 12
th

-16
th

, and this could also be a more frustrating time to reach agreements -- 

whether in business or personal matters.  

 

There is potential to reach wide-ranging and globally-influential agreements as we 

move into mid-March. Jupiter travels in harmony with transformative Pluto starting 

early March, peaking on March 16
th

, marking a time to heal old rifts in the name of 

longer-term solutions. Of course, this would mean that those in positions of power and 

influence take steps to change old attitudes in favor of progress. It's a hopeful cycle, 

and can mark a time to regenerate a process that may have run into problems in the 



past. A coalition built from courage arising from regenerative change and higher truth 

could shape long-term alterations on international, political, academic, and legal 

fronts. The Courts -- nationally and globally -- will play a significant role during March, 

April and May, as we are already witnessing. 

 

There's another longer-term planetary connection starting mid-March lending a clash in 

philosophical values to the mix. The added undercurrent of the cycle of Jupiter moving 

toward a tense square connection to Saturn will show stark contrasts in attitudes and 

ideals manifesting in the world. Jupiter represents optimism, generosity, and 

inspiration, while Saturn's energy involves structure, tradition, resistance and testing.  

The challenge between these two giants raises a question of whether to expand or 

consolidate, and the timing of such choices or actions can seem to be out-of-synch. 

The Jupiter-Square-Saturn cycle will peak on March 23
rd

, but continues to re-assert 

itself through the end of May 2016. This contentious phase suggests that 

ideological systems of thought can be more easily distorted, and as a 

result, can become manifest as fear and excessive control. But it 

also indicates the importance of addressing these issues to 

avoid lasting damage. As a result, it may seem that the tangles 

are impossible to resolve, since it might appear that one set 

of actions will only lead to another set of problems.    

 

Think of the next six weeks as a time when there's a lot of "untying" to 

do. Have you ever tried to untangle the knots from a finely linked necklace chain? At 

first, you might wonder how you'll ever get that bundle of links to open up. With 

patience, you work through one layer after another. You may even need a lubricant! 

But, eventually ... Voila! ... the knots fall away.  This cycle of Jupiter square Saturn is 

like that knotted chain, and the process of getting to the heart of the matter requires 

attention to detail and patience. These are the very qualities of Jupiter-in-Virgo tied into 

a square with Saturn-in-Sagittarius. The lubricant? Honesty, respect and integrity when 

facing differences with others will go a long way toward loosening tension.  

 

Just a clue to how this tangle is showing itself now: Jupiter also represents the Law and 

the Courts or legal system. Conservative Saturn, of course, represents tradition and 

what we think of as "the rules." With these two planets clashing, legal matters can be 

quite frustrating, as can the influence of the legal system on our way of life.  Questions 

that might fall into an argument between conservative or progressive are not only 

likely, but may be impossible to avoid. Even at the dinner table! With an opening on the 

Supreme Court of the United States, this tension between Jupiter and Saturn will 

certainly be visible in the headlines, and most definitely takes center stage during the 

current election cycle.   

 

Personally, these cycles spur self-examining questions. Where are the tangles in your 

own life now? Are you facing decisions that seem to lead to conclusions you prefer not 

to address? Is it possible that something you once believed to be true is no longer 

valid? 

 

Even more significantly, as you reflect upon the path your own life is taking, you might 

want to explore where that path is leading. It's easy to fall into a rut, or to move 

through life on what might seem like "auto-pilot." Now is the perfect time to bring such 

issues to the surface and to become more consciously involved to reshaping your life. 

At the least, discovering alternatives and breaking away from what may have become 

stale or routine can energize the wings of hope and inspiration. It's just the right time 



to go back to the drawing board, make a few alterations, and then test the new 

approach that could be the answer you've sought. Be your own Master. 

 

If you're ready to explore how these cycles and more are working in your life, please 

contact me to arrange a personal consultation. You can reach me by email or phone, 

and we'll set up a time that works best for you.  

 

 

Love, Light and Blessings, 

Gloria 

 

EVENT Notice: 

October 13-17, 2016: If you want to learn more about astrology, the International 

Society for Astrological Research (ISAR) is sponsoring a Symposium to be held in Costa 

Mesa, CA. The Power of Forecasting: Change, Choices, Vision, offers a 

comprehensive array of classes and workshops. In addition to teaching a class during 

the symposium, I will be presenting a post-conference Workshop: "The Nodes Know, 

The Eclipses Show: Destiny, Opportunity & Renewal." To learn more about the 

conference and how to reserve your place in my workshop, contact me. Or, go to the 

ISAR website: www.isarastrology.org/2016ISAR 
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